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Year 9 Independent Learning Project (ILP)
Ensuring Excellence
Subject: English

Date for the completion of this project: Your first English Lesson after Friday 21st October
ILP Title: The Tamworth Castle Ghost – Does It Exist?

	In this project you will learn:

· To use the Study Centre and other resources to research information for your writing.

· To identify and summarise the key information in a story.

· To use information you have gathered to produce a short article for a magazine.
	Time you should spend on this project:

5 hours

	At the end of this project you should hand to your teacher:

A completed article for the school magazine, Update.

	You should break down your time in the following way:

Task 1: Research on Tamworth Castle – 25 minutes;

Task 2: Writing on Tamworth Castle – 20 minutes;

Task 3: Research on Polesworth Abbey – 25 minutes;

Task 4: Writing on Polesworth Abbey – 20 minutes ;

Task 5: Summarise the story of the Black Lady of Tamworth Castle and the ghost-hunting expeditions that took place – 40 minutes;

Task 6: Write your opinion about the statements of the witnesses – 1 hour 30 minutes;

Task 7: Redraft all of your information as an article for the school Update magazine – 1 hour 10 minutes;

Task 8: Add suitable pictures to your article – 10 minutes.

	Weblinks you should use to help you with this task:

Links to the useful documents are included in the following pages. 

	Other resources and ideas which may help you could be:

Study Centre, your local library, Tamworth Castle, the internet (for pictures of “the ghost of the Black Lady”).

	Your work will be assessed by:

Teacher marking of your completed magazine article.

	The key words to learn in this project are:

Summarise, explain, opinion, tone

	Your parents may be able to help you by:

Taking you to Tamworth Castle or Polesworth Abbey.

Reading through your article before you hand it in.


	The Tamworth Castle Ghost – does it exist?

	Task to hand in: 

Write an article for the School Update Magazine about the story of the ghost of Tamworth Castle.
Task 1 (25 minutes) Do your own research. Look at the history of Tamworth Castle: who built it; when it was built and added to; who stayed there; who owned in the past and who owns it now. Try to find information which might appeal to an audience of adults and children.  To help you, CLICK HERE for a few documents to start you off.  Make notes of anything you think will be useful.

Task 2 (20 minutes) Now write up your research.  Write about 10 – 20 lines as if you were writing for the Update Magazine. 
Task 3 (25 minutes) Do your own research. Use the Study Centre and other sources to find out about the history of Polesworth Abbey.  Again, try to find information which might appeal to an audience of adults and children. Continue making your notes of anything you think will be useful.

Task 4 (20 minutes) Write a paragraph or two – 10 to 20 lines – about the history of the abbey. Write as if you were writing for the Update Magazine.

Task 5 (40 minutes) From the history book references on the resource sheet, (CLICK HERE), summarize the story of the Black Lady of Tamworth Castle and the ghost hunting expeditions that took place (CLICK HERE FOR 1949 witness statements and CLICK HERE FOR 1965 witness statements).  

In your summary, consider the following: Who is the Black Lady? When did the ghost hunters try and search for the ghost and who took part in the ghost hunts?
Your summary should take about 10-20 lines. Write as if you were writing for the Update Magazine.

Task 6 (90 minutes) Look again at the witness statements from 1949 (CLICK HERE) and 1965 (CLICK HERE).  All of these extracts are by real people talking about real events at a real time.

Think about the following questions:

· Are the extracts from 1949 and 1965 convincing? The people who wrote them seem to believe they saw or heard something.  What do you think it was?
· Which extract seems the most believable to you, the 1949 one, the 1965 one or neither one? Which witness would you be most likely to believe? Think about why that is.
· Consider the sights and sounds mentioned in the statements.  Which description sounds believable?

· Think about the tone of each extract.  Do you think the tone of each extract makes it more or less believable? 

Now, write 15-30 lines about the witness statements.  Say whether you think either one is believable.

REMEMBER to make you opinion clear and EXPLAIN clearly what you think…

Task 7 (70 minutes)  Redraft all of your information.  Remember to present it as an article for the school magazine, Update.  Be sure to check your spelling, punctuation and paragraphs.

Task 8 (10 minutes)  Add one or two suitable pictures to your article.  There are many to be found on the internet.


	How you can make sure that you do well:
In your RESEARCH – make sure you have included important details: WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY and HOW.
In your SUMMARY about the Ghost - make sure you have included important details: WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY and HOW.
In your REPORT- Use details from the Ghost-hunters’ reports and explain if they are believable to you.

Make sure your finished writing can be put together to make an article for the SCHOOL UPDATE – you never know, it might be used.



