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Year 9 Independent Learning Project (ILP)
Ensuring Excellence
Subject: Geography
Date for the completion of this project: Week Beginning 4th January
ILP Title: Comparing Earthquakes 
	In this project you will learn:
· The effects of earthquakes and how these differ in different countries.  
· How different countries prepare and respond to earthquakes
· How development status of a country may influence the effect on an earthquake. 

	Time you should spend on this project:
5 hrs

	At the end of this project you should hand to your teacher:
An essay style report comparing two earthquakes. The title of this essay is: 
· Why was the damage and death toll greater in the Haiti earthquake than the Christchurch February 2012 earthquake?

You must answer this question in a minimum of one page (typed, no bigger than size 12 font) or two pages (handwritten). If possible you should use the computer to help you present your work. You may also like to include diagrams of plate boundaries or maps of earthquake locations. Use figures/statistics too. To gain a good mark remember to:
· Spend time researching in books and on the internet

· DO NOT COPY AND PASTE – you will not be able to gain marks for work that you haven’t written yourself. Research relevant information and write in your own words.

· Use figures/statistics in your answer to back up your reasons.

· Use basic geographical terms and if you feel confident try to use more advanced vocabulary. 

· Present your work as well as you can using diagrams and maps. Give these titles.

· Do not leave it to the last minute – this should take a minimum of 3 hours including research and presentation of ideas.


	You should break down your time in the following way:

You could break up the essay by gathering information and writing paragraphs on the following points:

· Time of day the earthquake occurred

· Magnitude of the quake

· How prepared the community is/how educated the people are

· How well the emergency services respond

· Building design

· Physical landscape

· How quickly the emergency services responded

· The level of development of the country it occurred in


	Weblinks you should use to help you with this task:
Haiti Earthquake
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_depth/americas/2010/haiti_earthquake/default.stm
http://edition.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2010/haiti.quake/
Christchurch Earthquake, New Zealand
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/blog/2011/feb/22/newzealand-natural-disasters
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-12533291


	Other resources and ideas which may help you could be:
· Class notes

·  ‘A comparison of the Christchurch and Haiti earthquakes –  Notes’


	Your work will be assessed by:

· How well you have compared the two earthquakes – whether your work is well researched, relevant, written in detail in your own words and includes statistics.

Marked out of 10

· How well you actually answered the question – whether you have explained why the death toll and damage were different and given detailed reasons for this, referring to a variety of factors which affected them.

Marked out of 15

· How well you have incorporated diagrams, maps and used geographical terms 

Marked out of 5



	The key words to learn in this project are:
Epicentre, focus, LEDC, MEDC, seismic waves, aftershocks, aseismically designed buildings, liquefaction


	Your parents may be able to help you by:

· Make sure that the piece is started well in advance of the hand-in date and that sufficient time and effort is put in.
· Discourage too much reliance on the internet

· Make sure that your son/daughter has caught up on work from any lessons they may have missed from the Earthquakes topic.


