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Year 8 Independent Learning Project (ILP)
Ensuring Excellence
Subject: History
Date for the completion of this project: 11th July
ILP Title: “In the 19th Century the Railways benefited everyone”. How far do you agree with this interpretation?
	In this project you will learn:

· What an interpretation is
· How to argue both points of view
· How to select to support both points of view

· How to test the evidence you have selected

· How to reach a judgment based upon your argument


	Time you should spend on this project: 

A maximum of 5 hours


	At the end of this project you should hand to your teacher:
A written piece of work between 100 and 1,000 words long

	You should break down your time in the following way:

· Working out what the interpretation means (10 mins)

· Finding sources that show that the railways benefited Britain (1 hour)

· Testing the reliability of these sources (25 mins)

· Finding sources that show that the railways did not benefit Britain (1 hour)

· Testing the reliability of these sources (25 mins)

· Planning your argument (30 mins)

· Writing your argument (90 minutes)



	Weblinks you could use to help you with this task:
· http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/RAliverpool.htm
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liverpool_and_Manchester_Railway
· http://www.mosi.org.uk/media/33871626/theliverpoolandmanchesterrailway,openingandoperations.pdf
· http://historyhome.co.uk/peel/railways/benefit.htm
· http://www.britishempire.co.uk/science/transport/railways.htm
· http://www.localhistory.scit.wlv.ac.uk/articles/railways/GJR.htm
· http://www.resco.co.uk/rainhill/history_iron.html


	Other resources and ideas which may help you could be:
· History Department worksheets on the opening of the Liverpool to Manchester Railway and the benefits of the Railways

· Notes you have made in History lessons about changes in Transport during the Industrial Revolution


	Your work will be assessed by:

· An assessment sheet filled in by both you and your teacher

	The key words to learn in this project are:
· Interpretation

· Benefited or Benefitted

· Stephenson

· Viaduct

· Navvies

· Rainhill Trials



	Your parents may be able to help you by:

· Reading through information in the worksheets and on the websites

· Talking to you about your ideas

· Getting you to read your work to them

· Getting you to think about an overall judgment at the end of your work

· Checking your spellings or reminding you to use a spellcheck if you completed your work on a computer 

· Reminding you to put your name on your work




