Year 7:Castles Project

Castles were first brought to England with the Norman Invasion. They became an important feature of life in the Middle Ages. 

Below is a list of potential topics to cover in your project. You must do the ones marked mentioned on the first list. You have a choice of the other topics but you must do 2 of them.
[image: image1.wmf]You must do the following topics:

· What is a castle? 

· When did castles come to England?

· Why? 

· What were they for? 
· How did castles change?

· What were the first types of castles? 
· Why were these castles not good enough?

· You might want to use words such as; Motte and Bailey, shell keep, circular tower, curtain wall, concentric castle and barbican.  

The following topics are optional. You do not have to do all of the following but you must complete 2 of the following 4 tasks.
· What was it like to live in a castle?

· What did it look like inside a castle? 

· What kind of people lived there?

· What kind of jobs were there inside a castle?

· How were castles defended?

· [image: image2.wmf]What kind of features did a castle have that made it hard to attack? 

· You might want to mention the following things; draw bridge, portcullis, curtain wall, hoarding, machicolation, merlon, crenel and moat. 
· How would you attack a castle? 

· What kind of weaponry could be used to lay siege to a castle?
· You might want to mention the following things; sappers, greek fire, battering ram, mangonel, trebuchet, siege tower and latrine shaft.
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· Investigate a specific castle of your choice. 

· Where is your castle?

· Who built it and why?

· What type of castle is it?

· Did anything famous happen there?

· Why did people stop living in it?

Your teacher will give you deadlines for individual parts of your project. Make sure that you keep to these deadlines so that you are able to plan you time effectively. 
