Year 9 First World War Project

This project is all about how we remember the First World War and the soldiers who fought in it.

You will complete 3 different tasks:

1. A local history study based on your local war memorial (2 hours)
2. A case study of Private Harry Farr and the shot at dawn campaign (1 hour)
3. What are we remembering on Remembrance day? (2 hours)
For task 3 you will be given a choice of activities to complete.
How you can make sure that you do well:

· DO NOT COPY AND PASTE from the internet!  Some of these tasks are research based but you have been asked to complete them in a certain way and have definite questions or layout to consider.  You will not gain marks from information that is not in your own words and you will have some very upset teachers to deal with…we can tell if it is not your own! 

· Make use of the school library and computers at school if you do not have access to these at home. 

· Present your work as well as you can.  Type up your work where possible. 
· Do not leave it to the last minute, follow the time guidelines, this should take you 5 hours to complete in total. 

Local History

For this task you will need to visit your local war memorial.

· Make a note of some of the names listed on it of those soldiers who died in WW1. (You should aim for between 5 and 10 names)
· Either take a photograph of the memorial or draw a picture to show what it looks like.

Questions:

1. Does the war memorial have the names of soldiers who died in other wars? If so, which ones? 
2. Did more soldiers die fighting in the First World War than in any other on the memorial?
You are now going to research their deaths using the Commonwealth War Graves commission website. The Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) is the organisation that looks after all of Britain’s war graves across the world. This amounts to over 1.5 million graves from China to France. Its website has over 250, 000 visitors a week and contains a register of all the soldiers’ graves that it looks after. 

As you are looking up each soldier on your list, enter their details into a table

like the one below. An example has been filled in for you. Draw the table with

a ruler and a pencil on paper or use the table function on Microsoft Word.

	Name
	Age
	Date of Death
	Where they are buried
	Other information

	Joe Bloggs
	19
	29/10/14
	Pas-de-Calais
	Born in Tamworth, the son of Anne Bloggs. 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Step by step instructions for using the CWGC website. 

1. Go to the Wargraves website www.cwgc.org
2. Click on ‘Search our records’. 
3. You should see in front of you a table for you to type the information into

about the soldier you are looking for.

4. Once you have filled in his details including his Surname, initials and the

war that he served in (make sure you select first world war), click submit. 

5. You should now have in front of you a table of soldiers with the same name

as you are looking for. Double click on the soldier you think might be the one

you are looking for. (It helps if you know the area your soldier lived in before

the war)

6. The details of the soldier that you have selected should now be displayed in

front of you. You can now begin to fill in the table you have drawn.
7. You can view the soldiers Record of Commemoration if you want by

clicking on the Certificate button.

8. Once you have finished viewing the soldier’s details click the back button

on the toolbar.  You are now ready to begin searching for another soldier’s details.

Now answer the following questions:
Q1. Look at the ages of the soldiers in your table. How old is the youngest soldier? How old is the eldest soldier? Do these ages surprise you in any way?

Q2. Where are most of these soldiers buried? Why do you think so few soldiers were returned home for burial?

Q3. Why do you think a resource such as the Common Wealth War Graves Register is useful to Historians? What have you found out about the people who fought and died in wars from using it?

Local History: Commonwealth War Graves Research
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The youngest soldier is _______________________

The eldest soldier is _________________________

Do these ages surprise you in any way? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Most of the soldiers are buried in ___________________________________

Why do you think so few were returned home for burial? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How is the Commonwealth War Graves Register useful to historians? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What have you found out about the people who fought and died in wars from using it?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Shot at Dawn: The case of Private Harry Farr

Some soldiers found the horrors of war too much to cope with.  They suffered from shell shock brought on by their experiences.  Today we would call this Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).  However, during the war many ordinary soldiers, under the stress of constant bombing and the fear of death, simply ran away.  When found these men were charged with desertion or cowardice.  If found guilty then they were shot.  The British shot 306 men for desertion or cowardice.  The French shot 600.  In contrast the Germans shot 48 but the Americans and Australians shot none of their own soldiers.  

Your task for this part of the project is to consider the case of Private Harry Farr, an ordinary soldier from the West Yorkshire Regiment.  He was put on trial on 2nd October 1916 charged with cowardice, he was found guilty and, as military law directed at the time, was shot dead at 6:00am on 18th October 1916.

But was this verdict correct?  Was Private Harry Farr really a coward?  Or was he suffering from shell shock?  Should he have been in hospital rather than in front of a firing squad? 
Background:
Private Harry Farr, who lived in London with his wife and baby daughter, had been in the army since 1908.  He had been fighting in France for nearly two years.  On three occasions, between 1915 and 1916, he had reported sick with his nerves.  He had been in hospital three times, once for a stay of five months.  During that stay, he shook so much that a nurse had to write his letters home to his wife.  During September he reported sick again.  But, as he wasn’t physically wounded, he was told to get back to the front line trenches.  The following photocopied pages tell the story of his court martial and what happened next. 
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Using the information on this sheet and the photocopied pages that your teacher will give you, answer the following questions:
1. Explain what the following terms mean:

Shell-shock, desertion, cowardice, court martial. 
After reading both the prosecution and defence’s side of things answer the following:

2. In what ways does Harry Farr’s version of events on 17th September 1916 contradict (go against) Sergeant Major Haking’s?

3. In what ways are the two versions similar?

4. Why do you think it is difficult for two versions of the same event to agree with each other all the time?  

5. In your opinion was Harry Farr a coward or was he suffering from shell shock?  Explain your answer and include details from some of the witnesses in your answer. 

6. Try to think about the case from the British army’s point of view.  Why do you think Sir Douglas Haig, the man in charge of the British army, felt that it was important to execute ‘deserters’ and ‘cowards’? 

The Shot at Dawn Campaign
In recent years, the relatives of some of the men shot for desertion or cowardice have been campaigning for them to receive pardons.  They believe that many of them were shell shocked rather than cowards or deserters.  In June 2001, a memorial was erected near Lichfield, Staffordshire, to remember the 306 British soldiers executed by their own side during the Great War.  It was unveiled by Mrs Gertrude Harris, the 87 year old daughter of Private Harry Farr!  Despite gaining national publicity, the campaign has so far been unsuccessful. 
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Remembrance 

[image: image3.jpg]


What are we remembering on Remembrance day?

Find out:

1. Why was the 11th November chosen to be Remembrance day? 
2. Why was the poppy chosen as a symbol?

Remembrance Day started after the Great War but since then many conflicts all around the world have occurred and are still occurring, involving British soldiers.  You have a choice of tasks to complete for the next part of the project.  Complete either 1, 2 or 3
1. Design a modern day remembrance symbol that would appeal to young people encouraging them to remember those that have died in battle.  Remember it should be an appropriate symbol for remembering all wars that have taken place, not just the Great War.  Explain in writing why you feel your symbol is a suitable one. 
2. Research the British ‘Unknown Soldier’ from World War One.  Using your research produce a fact file on the ‘Unknown Soldier’ that covers the following (this does not mean copy and paste from wikipedia).
· How was the ‘Unknown Soldier’ chosen?

· What happened in the ceremony?  (include details of the procession and who attended)

· Where was he buried?

· What inscription was on his tomb?

· What was built as a memorial to him?
· Why do you think the government at the time went to all this trouble when his identity was not even known?  What is the purpose of having a ceremony and memorial such as this?

3. Answer the question: Should the names of those who have died fighting in Afghanistan and Iraq be included on war memorials? (This is the option that will enable you to get a level 8 if done well, it also should be at least one side of typed A4 of a font no larger than size 14, or a page and a half of A4 if hand written)                     
There is a plan available to help you with answering this question.                                 

Plan for Q3 Remembrance 

Points to think about:

Many war memorials are dedicated to those who lost their lives during the First and Second World Wars, and on some memorials more recent conflicts are not even mentioned let alone the names of the people who died serving their country.                                                                                          

The Foster family in Essex lost their son in Afghanistan in 2007 and since then have been trying to have his name included on their local memorial in Harlow. It still isn't there. There is a plaque on his old school and a commemorative bench, but they think they are no substitute for inclusion on the official war memorial.  

In your answer you should try to deal with both sides of the argument

On the one hand:
Would adding the names of those who died in recent conflict give them the same significance as those who died during the First and Second World Wars and improve public support for people serving in modern conflicts such as Afghanistan? Unless that happens, is there a risk that recent losses seem less important than those of the past?

On the other side of the argument: 

Does the Great War deserve special remembrance because of its sheer scale and number that were killed?  Could there be a different type of memorial to those who have died in recent wars like Afghanistan?

Conclusion:  Overall what do you think? 

